LICENSING SPECIAL REPORT

Checking registration
in Northeast Ohio

By Mason King and Diana Lamirand

TOM MORAN BELIEVES you can never
be tno caretul with contractors, The
Angies List member from Clevelands
West Park neighborhood browsed #
home remodeling show in early 2008
and signed up for a free estimate

from a company called 1 Day Bath
Errng nm the side of caution, Moran
checked wath the
citvs Department of
Building & Housing
1o determing if

the company was

In genernl
tion, tralning and
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registered 1o
work mCleveland
— & Teduiremenl
for all comiraciors.

It wasn't, he says, meaning
that the city couldn't corroborate
that the concractor carried (nsu
ance, bonding or a state license fop
plumbing. Attempts by Angle’s List
Mugazine to contaet 1 Day Bath
were unsuceessil

e nonregistration was a deals
hreaker for Moran, who demands the
salepuards that come with contractor
registration. 1 always check,” Morun
savs, "1l Jesus himsell came down
and said, T eould de carpentry work
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lEngl.Tllllru'. I

& contractor musl on
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parm (yplenlly st produce proot
of labiliny insuemnce aid o cparate
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Pl suble o %38, 000 comelance
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o comply with ity code:
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After learping that Cedar Falls Brick & Stone Ing wasn't registerad, Julie
Elshaw made sure the secoml contractor she hired was in campliance with lecal registration laws,

"It pronects the
consumer,” says
Par DiMarcn,

asstsLant admins-

DiMarco takes calls from
the public about city
contractor requirements

[itmm wsn't registered.
Hovwever, hie savs he
duesnt recall making
thuat ¢laim, and he

and can confirm whether
a company is registered
in Cleveland. He can be
reached at 216-664-2884.

trator for Budding &
Housing, Il theres
ary subatandard
wiorle, we can use
the bond 1o ee alier the contractor”
[n 2008 and so [ar in 2009,
Cleveland has secared $158,] 56
for comswiners on 21 claims against
contractors’ hongds, DidMarco says.
When Julic Elshaw and hey
huishand, Derek, bired Cedar Fulls
Brick & Stone ine or a major
patio project in 2008, the Eastlake
couple believed representative Chiis
¥ Kelley when he sad the firm was
registered locally, according 1o Jube
They later learned his clam was false
alter checking wath the city, she says

Contacted by Angies L

VLRI

L OVKelley acknowledges the

WASTI @VEN awire ol
the requirement until
trying unsuceessiully
Lo secuTe A permil.
"W did nothing wrong,” he says.
The Elshaws recovered the $3,000
deposit they paid Cedar Falls, joined
Angics List and lired T § Farinaco
||.|.||..|""L.||1|“;'_|| ||'||: a L o-lime "'\l,ll\c"l
service Award winner, to dothe
patio project, The company i
bonded, msared and |-L':-_-H‘_‘t‘.L'I'I.'l| o
work 1 Eastlake, “We don’t [eok
any contractors without checlang
Angics List," Julie savs “And we
definntely check with the ciy™

r You can check the licensing status of
i J Hortheast Ohio companies online or
i with a phone call. See the My angie
i page ot angieslist.eom for details.




